
I N T E R N A T I O N A L   
V I D E O  M A P P I N G  

C O N T E S T   

This contest is open to international submissions, from 
professionals and students in video mapping, audiovisual, 
animation, digital arts, graphic design, video game etc. 
 
The candidates will be selected based on their application 
and will carry out the creation by using a 6000€ grant 
given by the organiser. 
The works have to be created for the front facade of the 
Beffroi of Arras (see annex 2 page 4), according to a 
given matrix (no theme). 
The public showing will take place on Saturday 5th of 
September 2020, in the evening.  
The 2 winners will earn 2000€ in addition to the grant given 
for creation. 
	

1 – Withdraw of participation files:  
on demand by email: antoine@rencontres-audiovisuelles.org 

 
2 – Deadline for the submission of applications: 31st of May 2020 

 
3 – Announcement of the selected applicants: mid-June 2020 

 

RULES 
 
Preamble 
After 6 editions in Lille, the Video Mapping Contest takes place in Arras in 2020, as part of the Video Mapping 
Festival Closing Night. On this occasion, the selection process evolves and is now based on applications. 
 
Article 1 - Organiser 
The Video Mapping Contest and its showing are organised by the association Rencontres Audiovisuelles. 
 
Article 2 - Specifications 
The video creation needs to last between 3 and 4 minutes, to include a soundtrack and to be conceived for 
the front facade of the Beffroi of Arras.  
The selection committee will be particularly mindful of the writing and its accessibility and its 
understanding for the largest number. No violent, pornographic or discriminating content will be 
tolerated. 

ARRAS - 5TH OF SEPTEMBER 2020 
7th edition 

 
Rencontres Audiovisuelles organise the 7th Video Mapping Contest,  

as part of the Video Mapping Festival Closing Night. 
 

With the support of the City of Arras and Citeos.  



Article 3 - Pre-registration  
The contest is open to all, with no fees.  
The registration form and the technical file including the matrix of the facade of the monument are to be 
asked per email at: antoine@rencontres-audiovisuelles.org 
 
Article 4 - Application 
The candidates have to send the following elements before 31st of May 2020, for each submitted work:  
• Signed version of the contest rules (this document). 
• Filled in registration form. 
• Portfolio of the candidate or the team. 
• Director’s statement of intent. 
• Storyboard of the entire creation. 
• 3 stills of the creation, for communication and promotion purpose (format 300 DPI). 
• Mood board (optional). 
An incomplete file invalidates the registration. 
 
Article 5 - Selection 
A commitee composed of team members of Rencontres Audiovisuelles, artists and partners representatives 
will select 6 to 8 projects. 
Successful applicants will be awarded with a 6000€ grant to carry out the work proposed and must submit 
their video creation by 20th of August 2020, in a video file format conform to the technical sheet and the given 
matrix (see annex 2 page 3). 
The organisers offer one hotel night and catering for one meal to the candidates selected for the public 
showing, as well as a fixed participation for the transportation fees. The flat-rate contribution to the 
transportation will be determined according to the number of participants, where they come from and the 
available budget.   
 
Article 6 - Jury 
The creations will be shown in public on 5th of September 2020 on the Beffroi of Arras (Place des Héros).  
During this projection, a jury of professionals will award a winner (Grand Prize) and eventually an honourable 
mention. The audience will be invited to chose a second laureate with text voting (Audience Prize). 
The jury will be composed of festivals representatives and international artists, as well as journalists and/or 
researchers (to be confirmed). 
Each laureate (Grand Prize and Audience Prize) will earn 2000€ in addition of the 6000€ grant. 
 
Article 7 - Payment 
Candidates and laureates will send a 6000€ or 8000€ (including taxes) invoice to Rencontres Audiovisuelles, 
which will be paid in the days following the public showing (only if the file was sent at the right time, and if the 
creation was conform to these rules and to the application file submitted). 
 
Article 8 - Rights and uses 
The work remains the sole property of its author, who has full rights to it. It is also agreed that the 
Rencontres Audiovisuelles may not make any artistic modification and may not interfere with the content of 
the work. 
The author undertakes to be the owner of all the rights linked to the work (images and sound). Rencontres 
Audiovisuelles cannot be held responsible in the event of a dispute. 
The candidates authorise Rencontres Audiovisuelles to use their work as follows: 
. Showing of the creation during the evening of the 5th of September 2020. 
. A video recording will be created and used for the promotion of the Video Mapping Contest, the Video 
Mapping Festival and the work itself: broadcast on the Internet, or during presentations of the project within 
the framework of various events, without limitation of duration or geographical area. 
 
Article 9 - Cancellation 
Rencontres Audiovisuelles reserve the right to cancel the event in case of an emergency situation. If so, the 
candidates will be immediately notified, and will not be able to claim any compensation. 
 
Article 10  
Participating to the contest means accepting these rules. 

 
Date, name and signature of the candidate or the collective 

 



	
	
	
	
	

	

	
 
	

Additional information regarding the technical requirements,  
files format and needs related to the location and the building itself.  

This information has imperatively to be included in the creating process 
so that the creation can be adapted to the chosen place of projection. 

 
 
Projection 
Careful, the windows will not be obscured. 
 
 
Format  
 

Video:  
2000 x 3000 pixels, in accordance with the matrix and under format: 
• mov QuickTime, codec Apple ProRes 422 (ProRes 444 if alpha channel) 
• or mov QuickTime, codec HAP (HAP alpha if alpha channel) 
• 25 fps 
• Square pixels 
• Progressive, non-interlaced  
 
Sound:  
• 48Khz - 16bits. No normalization. True Peak -1db. 
 
 
Sending 
These elements must be sent by email at: antoine@rencontres-audiovisuelles.org 
video file by WeTransfer / Dropbox / Mega... 
 
 
Credits and legal information 
As the selected creations will be projected as part of a public event, the credits for the whole show will be 
done by Rencontres Audiovisuelles’s staff, based on the information provided in the application form.  
Please, do not include any credits in your creation and fill in the application form carefully in order to avoid any 
mistakes. 
 
 

ANNEX 1: TECHNICAL  SHEET 
	



ANNEX  2: INFORMATIONS ABOUT ARRAS AND THE BEFFROI  
	

History of Arras 
 
Arras is the historical and administrative capital of the Pas-de-Calais department, part of the Hauts-de-
France region. 
 
The name "Arras" only really appeared during the 12th century. Its origin is said to be the Celtic word "Ar", 
which refers to the watercourse, in reference to the location of the city, near the Scarpe and Crinchon rivers. 
"Arras" could also come from the contraction of "Atrebates", a Celtic people who occupied the region and 
resisted for a long time against the Roman Empire, even fighting alongside Vercingetorix in Alesia. 
 
Under the Gauls, the city was called Nemetocenna, from the Celtic "Nemeton" which means "sacred place". 
Then finally conquered by the Romans during the Gallic War in 56 BC, it was renamed Nemetacum and 
became a famous drapery throughout the Empire, a true pillar of the textile trade.  
 
During the Barbarian Invasions, the city was destroyed by the Germans. However, after its conquest by the 
Franks and the conversion of Clovis, a bishopric was created. Then, in the 7th century, the city acquired an 
abbey dedicated to Saint-Vaast.  
According to the legend, Saint-Vaast had the city freed from a wolf or a bear, depending on the versions, 
which was terrorising the whole region. 
 
During the 12th century, Arras underwent an important economic boom, making it a strategic place in terms 
of bed linen and tapestries, now internationally known as the "Arrazi". 
 
However, from the end of the Middle Ages, it entered a period troubled by wars, especially Burgundian wars, 
and wars between François Ier and Charles V at the beginning of the 16th century. Then, Arras became a 
Spanish territory for more than 100 years. 
Sure about their defences and the superiority of their engineers, the Spaniards had the following maxim 
engraved on the walls of the city by defiance:  
"When the French take Arras, 
Rats will eat cats." 
 
Yet the city eventually fell and became French again thanks to the Treaty of the Pyrenees in 1659. From then 
on, the victorious soldiers who entered the city hastened to rewrite the sentence: 
"When the French surrender Arras, 
Rats will eat cats. " 
 
This anecdote brought the rats into the imagery of Arras: multiple engravings, sculptures and stamps 
referring to it are now visible everywhere in the city. Its inhabitants are even nicknamed "the rats of Arras".  
 
In 1668, following this reconquest, the town began to build the Citadel, according to Vauban's plans, in order 
to perfect its defence, as many other towns in the region did. 
 
In the aftermath of the French Revolution, Arras became a rich city thanks to the industry, but stagnating 
unlike its neighbours, such as Lille, which exploded thanks to the Industrial Revolution. Arras became "the 
Sleeping Beauty". 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	

During World War I, the town was not spared. 
During the various battles of the Artois, Arras faced violent conflicts that destroyed a significant part of the 
city, including the City Hall, the Beffroi and the Saint-Vaast Palace. 
During these events, the British Army set up the chalk quarries located under the city to accommodate 
24000 allied soldiers who, during the Battle of Arras in April 1917, went through the basement to take the 
upper hand over the Germans. 
 
After the war, the city was rebuilt almost identically and was saved from destruction during World War II. 
 
Since then, "the Sleeping Beauty" has woken up and is now home to infrastructures allowing its development 
and increasing its attractiveness: train services, university, etc. 
Arras is also home to one of France's biggest cultural events: the Main Square Festival, a music festival that 
attracts more than 120000 spectators and internationally renowned artists every year. 
 
 
The Beffroi of Arras 
 
One of the city's best-known symbols remains its Beffroi 
(belfry), a gigantic watchtower used to sound the alarm in the 
event of enemy attacks or fires.  
Listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, it is located on the 
Place des Héros, named after the Arras inhabitants who 
fought for the Resistance and were shot during the war in 
1945. This square, previously known as the "Petit Marché", 
combines all the corporate halls and their very special 
architecture. 
The Beffroi of Arras, topped by a superb golden lion holding a 
sun, is 75m high. Its construction began in 1463 and was 
completed in 1553, while the Town Hall construction, located 
right next to it, began in 1501 and ended in 1508. It was burnt 
down and destroyed in October 1914, and then rebuilt 
identically, in a Flamboyant Gothic style. The inhabitants of 
Arras finished erecting this new Beffroi in 1932 by inserting a 
40 bells carillon.  
 
The Beffroi already hosted 2 mapping during past years: 
. Video Mapping Festival 2018		
vimeo.com/295345508 
 
. Video Mapping Festival 2019 
vimeo.com/365041871 
 
 


